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methadone pills %ooded Floyd County’s streets seven years ago, he’ll point to a bill-
board advertisement in Louisiana.

-
quently traveled through Louisiana and saw a billboard advertising pain treatment at 
Urgent Care Services.

For Kentucky, this ad changed the landscape of the state’s prescription drug epidemic; 
an epidemic that now takes more lives than car wrecks. 

Long before the largest drug sweep in Kentucky’s history (518 people arrested for 

Florida counties, there were Urgent Care pain clinics in Louisiana, Philadelphia and 
Cincinnati. !ese pain clinics supplied pills to hoards of frustrated prescription drug ad-
dicts from Kentucky whose e#orts to illegally obtain prescription narcotics were met by 
a sti# law enforcement response led by Kentucky All Schedule Prescription Electronic 

-
ney’s O"ce worked cases targeting unscrupulous Kentucky doctors using unlawful pre-
scribing practices.

shop in Kentucky. “

“People in Floyd County were passing out in their cars and restaurants from all the 

Forty milligram methadone wafers started popping up everywhere in Floyd County. 

County interviewed numerous drug tra"ckers. In addition to the interviews, the law en-
forcement group also received information from authorities in Pennsylvania that Floyd 
County residents were frequenting the area to obtain pills. Law enforcement learned that 
a Philadelphia doctor was prescribing excessive amounts of methadone wafers to eastern 
Kentuckians.

Sometime in 2005, FBI and KSP investigators arrested a man named Larry Goble, who 
was paying several other Floyd County residents to travel to Urgent Care in Philadel-
phia and obtain hundreds of prescription pills. !e typical prescription consisted of 120 

of approximately $5,000.

KYLE EDELEN | U.S. ATTORNEY’S OFFICE, EASTERN DISTRICT

How law enforcement climbed 
the ladder of a massive drug ring
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